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July 22, 2013 – Original Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) Submission to the Department of Defense 
(DoD) following Adm. Winnefeld’s oral testimony to the 
Senate Committee on Armed Services (SASC).

July 23, 2013 – Letter from Adm. Winnefeld to Senator 
Levin re-stating the claims regarding the numbers, with 
no reference to records. 

July 30, 2013 – (Received by POD Aug 15) Letter from 
DoD directing us to re-submit the FOIA requests to each 
service branch. 

August 15, 2013 – Resubmitted FOIA at DoD request to 
each service branch.

August 26, 2013 – Response from Army FOIA Division 
saying request was forwarded to Office of Administrative 
Assistant to the Secretary of the Army and the Office of 
the Judge Advocate General for action. A second email 
from that division stating that our FOIA request was 
forwarded to the Office of the Judge Advocate General, 
Criminal Law Division.

September 5, 2013 – Response from Office of the 
Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of the Army 
saying they do not maintain records and do not have 
the records requested. “No record” determination 
assigned to the request.

October 8, 2013 – Response from Office of Judge 
Advocate General, Criminal Law Division of the Navy 
saying they “do not maintain a system of records 
including 120 cases charged by civilians, reasons for 
civilian law enforcement’s declination, or the military’s 
request for civilians to w/d charges.” Said “What we 
will be able to provide is a redacted version of some 
particular cases where civilians declined to pursue, 
but that the Navy pursued.  This information was not 
tracked in a system of records, so the number of cases 
we provide are the only ones we were able to identify. 
This would also satisfy the last portion of your request 
which asks for the ultimate disposition of those cases.”

November 6, 2013 – Response from Navy FOIA 
Program Office saying request has been forwarded 
to the Office of the Judge Advocate General (OJAG), 
Criminal Law Division. 

June 16, 2014 – Mailed letter to Adm. Winnefeld 
reiterating request. Enclosed original FOIA requests as 
well as follow-up requests that had been sent to each 
service branch. 

July 30, 2014 – Email from OJAG Criminal Law 
Division in Navy: 

“I am writing in regards to a FOIA request submitted 
back in October 2013 pertaining to about 120 cases/
data that you are seeking.  I know that is has been a 
long time to process this request, so I am trying to find 
out if you are still in need of this information.  If you 
are still in need of this information, could you please 
email exactly what you are looking for, as with all the 
turnover that has been happening at Code 20 it seems 
that your request cannot be located, you will not lose 
your place in the queue, but if still needed I would like 
to do some research on the topic, If you could email 
me back it would greatly appreciated.”

July 31, 2014 – We sent the OJAG a copy of our 
original FOIA. No response.

April 10, 2015 – Mailing from the Army with documents 
partially responsive to our FOIA request.

July 8, 2015 – We received an email from the Marine 
Corps with documents partially responsive to our 
FOIA request.

Timeline of POD FOIA Requests and Responses 
from the DoD
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Protect Our Defenders | 110 Maryland Ave NE, Suite 505, Washington, D.C. 20002 | www.protectourdefenders.com 
	
  

 
 
 
 

June 16, 2014 
 
Admiral James Winnefeld, Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff  
9999 Joint Staff Pentagon   
Washington, D.C. 20318-9999 
 
Dear Admiral Winnefeld, 
 
I am writing to seek clarification and documents in support of statements you made before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee on July 18, 2013. Specifically, you made a series of assertions regarding the 
military’s prosecutions of rape and sexual assault, claiming that 1) the Army found 49 cases in the last 
two years in which civilian lawyers declined to prosecute, and that commanders pursued the cases, 
leading to 25 convictions, and 2) the Marine Corps reported 28 cases declined by civilian prosecutors that 
commanders pursued, resulting in 16 convictions. 
 
Following these assertions, Protect Our Defenders submitted a series of FOIA requests to DoD and, 
subsequently, each branch of service requesting more information on these cases. Particularly, we 
requested 1) any and all documents and data since the year 2008 that have been used to support your 
claims; 2) for each branch of service, information regarding all Article 120 cases which were charged by 
civilian law enforcement as well as all Article 120 cases in which civilian law enforcement declined to 
prosecute; 3) the reason for the civilian law enforcement declination, to include the military's request that 
civilian authorities withdraw charges; and 4) the ultimate disposition of the aforementioned cases, to 
include forum, conviction, and sentence awarded, if any. 
 
On August 23, 2013, we received an initial response from DoD stating they do not maintain such records, 
and directing us to the corresponding offices for each branch of service. Accordingly, we submitted 
requests to each of the service branches requesting the same information. However, these requests have 
also failed to produce any information or knowledge regarding the cases referenced in your testimony. No 
office—including DoD Office of General Council—has been able to give us any indication that these 
records exist or that they will be produced. 
 
For this reason, we are reaching out to your office in hopes that you may be better equipped to provide us 
with the information supporting your assertions. As this is a matter of much public debate, and of crucial 
importance to the men and women who serve our country, I respectfully request your assistance in this 
matter.  
 
I look forward to your response. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nancy Parrish 
 
Enclosed: Copy of FOIA Requests Submitted to DOD and Each Branch of Service. 

FOIA Requests
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Panel on November 6, 2013

Retrieved from: 
http://responsesystemspanel.whs.mil/public/docs/meetings/20131107/Public_

Comment/CL_Darpino_RSP_Ltr_Attch_20131106.pdf

http://responsesystemspanel.whs.mil/public/docs/meetings/20131107/Public_Comment/CL_Darpino_RSP_Ltr_Attch_20131106.pdf
http://responsesystemspanel.whs.mil/public/docs/meetings/20131107/Public_Comment/CL_Darpino_RSP_Ltr_Attch_20131106.pdf
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Department of the Navy – Marine Corps 
FOIA Response

Miranda Petersen 

FOIA request DON-USMC-201300544 (2013F041032)

Wed, Jul 8, 2015 at 3:16 PM
To: 

Dear Ms. Meeks -- with my sincere apologies for the delay in responding to your request, please find attached
the information you requested.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact
me directly.  Thank you for your patience.

Best regards,

Head, FOIA/PA Programs
Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps
3000 Marine Corps Pentagon
Washington, DC  20350-3000

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY - MISUSE OR UNAUTHORIZED DISCLOSURE IS PROHIBITED

Confidentiality Notice:  This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is confidential and/or privileged (attorney work product/attorney-
client).  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution may result in civil and/or criminal penalties.  If
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy any copies of the
original message.

4 attachments

20150708 - ARSF to Req (fnl) 13-1032.pdf
44K

Sen Gillibrand RFI Response - 28 Cases (red) (2 pgs).pdf
85K

Detailed Court-Martial List (red) (28 pgs).pdf
192K

smime.p7s
6K

Protect Our Defenders Mail - FOIA request DON-USMC-2013... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=07c1069175&view...

1 of 1 7/8/15, 3:32 PM
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Miranda Petersen 

FOIA CASE DON 2013F041961 RESP TO REQ ML

Wed, Nov 6, 2013 at 3:29 PM
To: 

Taryn Meeks
Protect Our Defenders
110 Maryland Ave NE, Suite 505
Washington, DC 20002

Dear Taryn Meeks:

SUBJECT: YOUR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST; FOIA CASE NUMBER DON2013F041961

        This is in reference to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated August 15, 2013 (copy
attached). Your request was received in our office on September 24, 2013.

        We have determined that the information you are seeking may be maintained by Office of the Judge
Advocate General (OJAG), Criminal Law Division (Code 20), located at 1254 Charles Morris Street SE, Suite
B01, Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374-5124. Therefore, we have forwarded your request to that office for
action and direct response to you. Please be advised OJAG (Code 20) will address your request for expedited
processing and a fee waiver.

        Questions regarding the action this office has taken during the initial processing of your request may be
directed to our FOIA service center at (202) 685-0412. For questions regarding the current status of your
request, please contact a FOIA Coordinator at OJAG (Code 20) directly at (202) 685-7056.

Sincerely,

Head, DON FOIA/PA Program Office

2 attachments

2013F041961 FOIA REQ.pdf
72K

smime.p7s
6K

Protect Our Defenders Mail - FOIA CASE DON 2013F041961... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=07c1069175&view...

1 of 1 7/30/14, 11:43 AM
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